
RECOMMENDED TERMS FOR USE IN CONSENT FORMS

To facilitate understanding of consent forms by the subject, it is recommended that the language used is at a reading level of an 12 year old.  The following lay terms, definitions and suggestions are recommended to help investigators in this process.

	Term
	Lay Definition


ameliorate


analgesia


anaphylactic reaction


aspiration


barrier method


clinical status


completed


consequences


culture


dehydration


dilation


discomfort


disseminated


double-blind


erythrocyte


upset


make smaller or less, reduce


pain relief



result or effects


standard treatment


take a sample of blood, fluid, or tissue to see if bacteria or

viruses can be found in it


loss of fluids


expansion or stretching


pain; uncomfortable feeling


neither the subject nor physician can know what is being

given


producing a positive result

	heart test; tracing of heartbeat or heart rhythm

vomiting

examination of the inside of the body with a lighted tube

outside the spinal cord

get rid of

red blood cell

Food and Drug Administration; the branch of the government that approves new drugs

irregular heartbeat

like scar tissue

stomach and intestines

white blood cell

number of red blood cells

bruise; black and blue mark

portable machine for recording heartbeats

treatment with hormones

high blood pressure

low blood pressure

low oxygen level in the blood

a drug or therapy that reduces the body’s ability to fight infection; helps prevent rejection of a transplanted organ

number of times it happens

death of tissue due to loss of blood flow

infections

swelling which is usually painful, red and warm

putting a substance into the body, usually into the blood

putting it into the vein

the placement of a tube into the airway

decrease in oxygen in a tissue, usually because of decreased blood flow

producing milk

a procedure where an incision is made in the abdominal wall to enable a physician to look at the organs

sleepiness; lack of energy

cavity of an organ; inside a blood vessel

a type of white blood cell important for defense against infections

feeling bad; a feeling of bodily discomfort

cancer which usually spreads and may be fatal if not successfully treated

decreased growth of the bone marrow

spread of cancer cells from one part of the body to another

very specific, purified antibody

sickness/illness

death

the ability to move

pictures of the body created using magnetic rather than x-ray energy

obtained from mice

muscle aches

heart attack

a tube from the nose to the stomach

death of tissue

a tumor that may be cancerous or non-cancerous

brain or nerves

decrease in white blood cells

not breaking, cutting or entering the skin

to prevent

closing; obstruction

testing a stool sample for trace amounts of blood

the study of tumors or cancer

pertaining to the eye

pertaining to bones

bone disorder resulting from loss of bone leading to increased risk of fracture

female sex glands that release the egg cells

low number of blood cells

through the skin

puncture, tear or hole

irritation or inflammation of a vein

inactive medication; dummy pill; sugar tablet; containing no medication

blood cells that help the blood clot normally

after

before birth

chance

outlook, probably outcomes

a drug given to prevent disease or infection

artificial body parts, such as arms, legs, hips

closer to the center of the body, away from the end

major psychiatric problem

pertaining to the lungs

four times a day

treatment with radiation

similar to the toss of a coin; assignment to a treatment group by chance

happen again

not responding to treatment

pattern of giving treatment

return or reappearance of a disease

disappearance of evidence of cancer or other disease

kidney

remove or cut out surgically

lung failure; stop breathing

sleepiness

a determination of the extent of the disease

narrowing of a duct, tube, or blood vessel

arrange in groups by age, sex, etc., for analysis

under the skin

another, next

lying on the back

having symptoms

a condition with a certain set of symptoms

the top number in blood pressure

fast heart beat

decrease; reduce

treatment

to get or have a blood clot in a blood vessel

gradual alteration of a drug dose to get the desired effect

applied to the skin

harm; problem; poisoning; unwanted side effect

through the skin

short-term; brief

injury; wound

study

taking a substance into the body and the cells

kidney failure

enlarged veins, usually in the legs or lining of the tube connecting the mouth to the stomach

widening of the blood vessels

narrowing of blood vessels due to a spasm of the vessel walls

placebo cream; inactive preparation

taking blood from the vein

by

give up
	




















PAGE  
7

